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EDITORIALS

Reluctant Regents
It appears Clark Kerr will stay on as University President— 

and for that the academic community can be duly grateful.

It also appears students involved in the so-called Filthy 
Speech Movement will be disciplined in an “ orderly”  manner. 
For that we can thank Kerr.

It is typical of the man that he should consider the fair 
treatment of a few students who allegedly violated obscenity 
laws more important than his own position.

For, have no doubts, President Kerr would have left his 
post if the University Regents had continued to insist that those 
students be expelled immediately without due process.

And, it is  just as typical of some Regents that it should take 
the resignation of the President of the tlniversity to make them 
give due process its place.

But we’re still not sure all the Regents approve of due 
process.

Several Regents, feeling the weight of legislative and public 
opinion, which has been weighted against the University since 
the free speech demonstrations of the fall semester, apparently 
pressured Kerr to expel outright students who engaged in the 
obscenity incidents.

They were willing to sacrifice the rights of a few students 
to satisfy the demands of blood-thirsty legislators and a press 
which has forgotten the meaning of truth, fair play and objectivity.

The Regents soon will be handing down a new set of Univer
sity-wide policies governing student political and social action.

Is it too much to ask that they look on students as human 
beings entitled to the same rights and privileges granted to other 
citizens by the United States Constitution?

PETE YOUNG 
Editor-in-chief

Selma summit
R was decent of Governor Wallace to go all the way to Wash

ington for a conference with President Johnson on the question 
of the treatment of the Negro in Selma,

The Governor told newsmen that the President had made some 
recommendations to him, and that he in turn had made some gentle
manly recommendations of his own to Mr. Johnson.

This should convince all but the most prejudiced that Wal
lace ’ s intentions toward the Negro are anything but hostile, and 
that he will continue to work toward peaceful co-existence.

It is  not everyday that the President of the United States 
has the opportunity to confer with the Governor of Alabama, 
but President Johnson proved himself equal to the occasion. 
He announced at a press conference following the «Selma 
Summit”  that he would exercise every means at his command 
to avoid a recurrence of the Selma beatings, and put a stop to 
social injustice in the South. The President is  a man of consider
able means.

The governor’ s attitude refutes the contention that a rational 
argument does not always effect a rational response. The Presi
dent has stated that he is  prepared to use federal troops in the 
battle for civil rights. This seems to be the type of argument 
Governor Wallace understands best.

The Alabama humanitarian could not help but notice in the 
white-hot light of public scrutiny that the Southern Negro no 
longer walks alone.

JEFF KREND 
News Editor
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OPEN FORUM

Freedom Party’s challenge explained
In the March 3 issue of EL 

GAUCHO there appeared a brief 
announcement of the Student 
Non-violent Coordinating Com
mittee’ s plans to recruit 2,000 
students “ to spend several 
weeks constantly lobbying for 
the unseating of the five Con
gressmen from Mississippi.”  

I would like to explain and at
tempt to clarify the meaning of 
the Mississippi Freedom De
mocratic Party’ s challenge for 
the understanding that this is 
merely a brief anaysis of a 
complex subject. The argument 
presented u^es for its basis the 
Constitution of the United 
States, the United States Code, 
and the history of the disen-

FSM clean
Editor:

Michael Iversen Sports Edi
tor, in the “ After Deadline”  
of- March 10, has given a 
vivid illustration of the basic 
confusion about the Free Speech 
Movement (FSM) at Berkeley.

A simple rebuttal is easily 
given: the FSM did not sponser 
this incident; the relevant per
sons were merely using areas 
liberated by the movement. Any 
group could use them. To state 
that the FSM qua organization 
was responsible is  libelous, in
correct, and a result of confused 
thinking.

But, more importantly, the 
basic issue is NOT that the FSM 
was not involved, but that any 
responsible observor of the 
FSM and its history should be 
able to see that the movement 
has consistently stressed re
sponsibility of the students, of 
the faculty, and of the admini
stration.

1 should hope that a Sports 
Editor would demonstrate more 
responsibility in hisuse of facts 
before he jumped to erroneous 
conclusions.

BRUCE CRUKSHAN 
Senior, Political Science

What happened?
Editor:

What happened to Clark Kerr?
Suddenly on a Tuesday after

noon the President resigns from 
the University -  and no reason 
is  given. An invaluable man, 
not just as chief administrator, 
but as an educator and a per
son, is  lost to the University -  
and everyone is perplexed.

Just what were the reasons 
for Dr. Kerr’ s sudden decision? 
The answer will probably never 
be presented. Was it because of 
the “ obscene speech move
ment”  presently scandalizing 
the Berkeley Campus? Was it 
because of faculty pressure to 
remove a competing source of 
control on the same campus? 
Was it because of pressure of 
certain Regents or Administra
tors to the President’s lack of 
force in quelling the "Berkeley 
Disturbance?”

Whether one or all of these 
pressures caused the resigna
tion, the effect remains.

The University will get anew 
President for sure, but just as 
surely the man chosen will not 
come close to President Kerr 
in any respect. With the depar
ture of Clark Kerr the Univer
sity incurs a great loss.

DICK VAN ATTA 
Men’s Rep-at-Large

franchised Negro of Missis
sippi.

The Constitution under ar
ticle 1, ¡Section 5, provides that 
the House of Representatives 
“ shall be the Judge of the Elec
tions, Returns and Qualifica
tions of its own members.”

Title 2, U.S. Code, Section 
201, provides the means for 
qualified citizens to contest an 
election and to present evidence 
to the House of Representatives. 
Title 2 says that any person, 
whether claiming the seat or 
not, is  entitled to file a chal
lenge. I would now like to dis
cuss the general basis for the 
challenge.

First, the political process of

Name change
Editor:

After making the unfortunate 
error of changing my name over 
semester break, i have been 
initiated into a new and frustrat
ing aspect of the multiuniversity

If a student wishes to send a 
trascript elsewhere, he is faced 
with the possibility that by the 
time the registrar sends his 
transcript the vacancy for 
which he applied has been filled 
or the deadline for receipt of 
application has passed.

An explanantion of this pre
dicament will lead to a cold 
stare (or warm but withering 
glance, depending on person
nel faced) and an explanation 
that, after all, there are pro
cedures to be followed in the 
university and everyone must 
wait his turn.

But, alas, if one has the addi
tional stigma of requiring 
a name-change before his tran
script can be sent, his hopes 
may die a silent death in the 
back files while his body rots 
in the registrar’ s office as he 
awaits news of the transcript.

The news is  that the woman 
who changes names is  ill, but 
that "they”  (the able-bodied, I 
presume) will affix a typewrit
ten note explaining the name 
change and send the transcript 
on to its designation.

An innocent reply that it would 
take less time to type the name 
in than to type the note leads 
again to the scathing reply that 
there are Procedures. A sin
cere (perhaps sarcastic, but 
nonetheless sincere) offer to 
type one’s own name in (free of 
charge) and mall the transcript 
will normally result in apoplexy 
on the part of the registrar 
personnel.

So, while the little lady who 
apparently spends her hours 
changing names on pieces of 
paper is  ill, the registrar’s of
fice  must wait upon Procedure 
and I, the victim of m iscom - 
munication (it cannot really be 
true, can it?) lose my scholar
ship.

LOIS LANGFELDER 
Sophomore, Tutorial

Opinion policy
EL GAUCHO welcomes 

views on any and all topics 
from its readers.

Letters to the Editor’ s 
Mailbox should be typed and 
triple-spaced.

All letters must be sign
ed, though pseudonyms may 
be substituted on request.

No letters should be 
more than two pages long. 
Shorter letters will be 
given preference in selec
tion of those to be printed.

Open Forum articles 
should be less than five 
pages long. The shorter, 
the better.

the state of Mississippi violates 
the 14th Amendment in that Ne
gro citizens comprising some 
(42%) of the voting age popula- 
ion are systematically disen- 
franchized and deprived of their 
political rights.

Second, few Americans can 
doubt that Mississippi has sys
tematically, through uncon
stitutional laws, illegal ad
ministration, and violence, de
nied the Negro—an American 
citizen--the right to vote. To 
see the evolution of this dis
enfranchisement one need only 
examine these historic facts.

In 1890 there were in Missis
sippi 118,890 registered white 
voters and 189,884 registered 
Negro voters. In 1961 there 
were in Mississippi about 
500,000 registered white voters 
and about 24,000 registeredNe- 
gro voters. Over - 430,000 of 
Mississippi’ s Negro citizens of 
voting age are deprived of the 
right to vote.

Third, the systematic disen
franchisement of the Negro citi
zens makes the election of the 
“ Representatives-elect”  from 
M ississippi' illegal and void. 
These elections (specifically 
the 1964 elections) violate the 
14th and 15th Amendments to 
the Constitution, which guaran
tee Negroes the right to parti
cipate in the political life ot 
the nation.

15TH AMENDMENT
The 15th Amendment specifi

cally provides that, “ the right 
of Citizens of the United States 
to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States 
or by any state on account of 
race, color, or previous condi
tion of servitude.”

Fourth, these past elections 
(again specifically 1964) violate 
the 1870 compact between the 
state of Mississippi and the 
Congress of the. United States.- 
Mississippi in 1869 had adopted 
a constitution which afforded 
Negro citizens the full right to 
vote.

Under the 1870 compact, Mis
sissippi agreed never to amend 
or change its constitution “ as 
to deprive any citizen or class 
of citizens of the United States 
of the right to vote . . . ”  
However, Mississippi adopted a 
new constitution in 1890, and 
proceeded to add prohibitive 
qualifications for voting, there
by repudiating the compact of 
1870.

R is  on these basic points 
that the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party Challenge 
stands. The MFDP is not merely 
chaUenging the individuals 
claiming to represent Missis
sippi, but it contends that the 
restricted political and elec
toral system of Mississippi has 
effectively disqualified them 
from the right to represent 
Mississippi in the UJS. 
Congress.

INJUSTICE
New York Congressman Wil

liam Ryan has stated that “ with
out the right to vote the disen
franchised citizen can be and is 
now in Mississippi subject to 
murder by police, injustice in 
law and inequality In public 
place.”

Michael Schwerner, James 
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and 
now Jimmy Jackson, the mar
tyrs of the Civil Rights strug
gle, serve to illustrate what 
can and did happen to the Ne
gro and White citizen who tries 
to attain or help others attain 
their voting rights.

Thus the “ one man-one vote”  
campaign has now been joined 
by the Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party’s Challenge. 
It is  yet one phase of (he strug
gle ta  attain human and civil 
rights for the American Negro. 

LAUREN FISHER 
SB Friends of SNCC Chair
man
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